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DRY NEW YEAR EVE
FIRST FOR THED. C.

Celebration in Washington to
Be Greatly Curtailed—Bal-
timore to Profit.

PLANS FOR TOMORROW

“Lo, the New TYear, reviving old de-
sires,” makes this first New Year of the
National Canpital under drouth condl-
tions for largely increased traffic on
the electric and steam roads hetween
this city and Baltimore. ¥or the ﬁrsf
time since confetil was invented and
the blowing of tin horns became &
recognized indoor sport for New Year
eve, the hotels of the city have made
absolutely no preparations for cele-
brating the demise of one year and the
advent of another. Therefore, numer-
ous reservations have been made by
capital residents at the hostelries of
the Maryland metropolls, where the
stuff that puts “pep” in celebrations is
still to be had and where the popping
of one or mora corks is not as yet the
signal for a pelice raid.

Co-operation with the food adminis-
tration in the saving of foods is given
as one of the reasons for local hotels

failing to prepare for special observ-
ance of New Year eve. At any rate,
ihe New TYear eve program, observed

annually here for years, will be amang
the missing tonight, along with the
cup that cheers, the flowing bowl, Bac-
chus, Ganymede—and the inevitable
next-morning craving for ice water,
bromo seltzer and black coffee. Also,
the cake-and-wine and the eggnog of
vesteryear, concomitants of all proper
observance of New Year day itself, will
be among the “gone but not forgotten™
tomorrow.

Noise Aplenty, of Course.

There will be noise aplenty, of
oourse, though the coal shortage and
its effects on steam bollers may bring
about a diminution of the whistle
blowing that in years gone has mark-
ed the birth of 2 new vear. Belis will
ring, however, and other racket-pro-
ducing devices will be worked as per
long-established precedent. .

But there aren’'t going to be any New
Year eve parties at the hotels, clubs
and other places of popular resort. “Tet
us sing of the daye that are gone, Mag-
gie™; there will be little enough excuse
for warbling this eve of the glad New
. Year.

Most of the churches of the city will
observe the occasion, however, with
‘watch night services. A huge gather-
ing i® to be held in the new Billy Sun-
day tabernacle, where several thousand
persons are expected to join in singing
devotional exercises as the old year
and the new is born.

One of the “stated occasions” of =
day celebration in Washing-
be the meeting of the Oldest

tants’ Assoclation, which is to be
held at 11 o'clock at the old engine
house, corner of 1%th and H
streets northwest.

Reception to Veterans.

At Confederate Memorial Hall a re-
ception for all Confederate veterans and
members of their families is to be held
tomorrow evening, beginning at 7:30
o'clock and continuing until 10 o'clock.

A general invitation to the public
has been issued to be present at the
open house to be kept at national suf-
frage headquarters from 2 to 9 p.m. to-
morrew. t

The Y. M. C. A is to keep open house

.day tomorrow, a program of ath-
letlo events in the gymnasium and a
rwimming contest in the big pool being:

5

The Y. M. C. A. is also to hold open

2 during the day, practically
:l‘l of these having closed at nooen to-
:

EARTHQUAKE KILLS 1,000;
U. S. PLANS QUICK RELIEF

(Continued from First Page.)

the work of others. Everything in ruins
and beyond description as & result of
h ired and

DENIES HUNS SEE
“ONE PARTY PEAGE™

German Delegate Asserts
Russ Factional Pact
Would Be Futile.

AWAIT RESTORED ORDER

PETROGRAD, December 30, Sunday.
—An interview with Admiral Keysey-
lingk, a member of the German delega-
tion whiech arrived in Petrograd last
week, is published by the Den. In reply
to a statement of his interviewer that
the bolsheviki constituted only one
party in Russia and were recognized by
a majority of the people, the admiral

saud :

“That is a malter of your internal
politics which in mo wise concerns us.
However, Germany would not wish to
conclude peace with only one party.
That is why we insisted that the dele-
gates from Ukraine be admitted to the
peace negotiations at Brest-Litovsk.
“We have not declined to hear repre-
sentatives of others in Russia, even of
other parties. We understand that
durahle peace is attainable only when
factional passions in Russia have been
allayed. Therefore, however much we
desire peace, we await the re-establish-
ment of order.”

The admiral denied the question of
peace was bound up with the constit-
uent assembly.

Commission Raids Union Premises.
The commission appointed to prevent
a counter revolution today raided the
premises of the union for defense of the
constlituent aszemhbly.

About a dozen arrests were made.
LONDON, December 31.—The Times
prints a long letter from its Petrograd
correspondent, dated Saturday, which
purports to substantiate the view that
the bolshevik revolt waa managed by
Germany and that the movement s es-
sentially anti-national and anti-Rus-
sian, The letter says:

“It is a notorious fact, and has been
proved by documents in possession of
the Kerensky government, that Ger-
many commissioned Lenine and gave
him money to go to Russia to sow dis-
affection in the Russian army.”

New Clause Mystifies.

In addition to the pointa set forth in
vesterday's advices from Brest-Litovsk
regarding the provisional agreement
between the rapresentatives of Russia
and the central powers, another clauss
is included, the precise meaning of
which s not célear. A Reuter dispatch
from Amsterdam gives the clause thus:
“It was agreasd that both le and
economically one country should not be
treated less favorably by another than
any third country which cannot appeal
to treaty rights.”

The German wireless version. of this
clause reads: "It was agreed that, re-
specting all rights of intercourse and
economic relations, none of the coun-
tries which is a party to the peace
arrangement shall be treated less fa-
vorably than any outside country in
respect to which treaty rights do eor
do not exist.”

This probably is in effect the familiar
“most favored nation” clause which
frequently is included In treaties.

Liberation of ﬁ’-isoners, i
Commerce, War Cosis, -

Gist of Peace Issues

BREST-LITOVEK, December 28, via
Berlin and London, December 30. — Pro-
visional agreement on a series of im-
portant points, including Uberagion of
war prisoners and resumption ¢f com-
mercial relations, was reported soday by
the delegates of Russia and the central
powers, in discussion of issues which, in
the event of a general peace, would have
to be settled among the nations repre-
sented in the mnegotiations here. This
provigional discussion was terminated to-
day, the basis of an agreement adopted
being reached under the reservation that
it was to be examined by the govern-
ments represented by the delegates.

In respect of treaty relations, an un-
derstanding was arrived at regarding the
restoration of the sltuation as it existed

when the war began.
}t was provided that certain laws

of the country are very

<eold and windy. Tents are needed bad

» Quite & number killed yesterday
falling walls.

Red Cross Begins Work.

The machinery of the American Red
Cross has besn set In motion to re-
lieve the earthquake sufferers. In re-
P to an 1 for assistancs from
Alfred Clarke, chairman of the Red
Cross chapter et Guatemala City, a pre-
liminary appropriation of $10,000 has
been authorized for the purchase of re-
lief supplies. Materials for temporary
- are being assembled, but mild-
ness of the climate in the devastated
region minimizes fears of suffering
likely to be caused by exposure.

At a gulf port large quantities of
flour, potatoes, crackers and other
staple foodstuffs, as well as disinfec-
tants and stores of galvanized iron for
temporary buildings, already are being
lomded aboard a vessel to eail for Bar-
rios on the east coast of Guatemala.

As soon as news of the first quake
reached Washington the Red Cross
cabled an offer of assistance to the
president of the repubiic. The American
minister alse was asked to organize a
committes of relief workers among the
Al residents. Further reljef
ﬁl’:g" “l:-lll be It::do A8 800N &8 the re-

committee forwards a statem
its needs. ot el

Belief Ship to Sail Thursday.

A shiplead of Red Cross supplies v
sisting of 600 barrels of !!our?:unm?ﬁ:g
of clothing, disinfectants and general
foodstuffs, will leave New COrleans
Thursday for Puerto Barrios. It will
be followed by & shipment of tents on
another vessel by the end of this week

Arrangements have been made by the
Red Cross for the furnishing of all
available necessary supplies by the
Guatemala chapter made up of Ameri.
cans throughout the republic and di-
rected by Alfred Clark, general man-
ager of the International railway at
Guatemala City.

GROWTH OF COAL EXPORTS.

U. 8. Increases Supplies to Canada,
Cuba and Panama,

. Dbliea to Bouth American countries In an
- effort to bandicap Germany’'s trade car-
ried by meutral steamers, is shown in
figures issued by the burcau of foreign
and domesatic commerce. .
Canada now is receiving the largest
increase in fuel supplies with smaller
increases going to Panama and Cuba.
1taly has received only 500,000 tons in
ten mopths this year, compared with
1,645,000 last year.

board om;il-u nearly
more

E

d during the war shall be can-
and that those affected thersby

Rrea.
An agreement iIn principle was reached
the reciprocal liberation and re-
turn to their homes of war prisoners and
interned civilians, and also for the re-
turn of captured merchant vessels.

“End Economic Warfare."”

Speedy resumption of diplomatic and
consular relations Is embraced in the

understanding. It is set forth there shall
be immediate stoppage of economic
warfare, establishment of commercial
fntercourse and the organized exchange
of commodities. A substantial under-
standing was arrived at on which the
basls of economic relations shall be
settlad permanently.

Regarding the question of occupied
territory the Russians made the follow-
ing proposal:

“In full accord with the public declara-
tions of both the contracting parties
that they cherish no bellicose plans and
desire to conclude peace without an-
nexations, Russia will withdraw her
troops from all parts of Austria, Hun-
gary, Turkey and Persia occupied by
her, while the powers of the quadruple
alliance will withdraw theirs from Po-
land. In accordance with the principles
of the Russian government, which has
declared the right of all people living
in Russia to gelf-determination, includ-
Ing even separation, the populations of
these districts wil be given an oppor-
tunity within the shortest possible
period of deciding entirely and freely
the question of their union with one ar
the other empire, or their formation into
independent states.

Military to Fix Date.

“In this connection the presence of
any troops, apart from national or local
militia, in the territories which are vot-
ing shall not be permieaible until this
question is decided. The government
of these reglons will remain in the
hands of representatives of the local
populations, elected democratically. The
date of evacuation and other circum-
staneces and the commencement of de-
moblization of the army is to be fixed
by a special military committee.”

Germany then proposed the following
form for the first articles of a prelimi-
nary treaty, which Is to be concluded:

“First. TRussia and Germany are to
declare the state of war at an end. Both
nations are resolved to live together in
the future in peace and friendship on
condition of complete reciprocity. Ger-
many will be ready, as soon as peace
is concluded with Russia and the de-
mobilization of the Russian armies has
been accomplished, to evacuate her
present positions in occupied Russian
territory, insofar as no different infer-
ences result from article 2.

“S8econd. The Russian government,
having, In_accordance with its prin-

iples, proclalmed for all 1 -
<ip. :.Il?m e8, with

o Russian
l.:;guung com

out exception, livi
lrc.“{hc:it%lg?

Pt el

Colon Theater was crowded with peo-
ple when it collapsed and many are
reported Killed.

Lithuania, Courland and portions eof

Bethonia and Livonia.

)
Bar Military Pressure.

“The Russian government recognizes
that in the present circumstances these
manifestations must he regarded as
an expression of the will of the people
and is ready to draw conclusions there-
from.. As in districts to which
foregoing stipulations apply, the
question of evacuation is mot such as
provided for in articie 1, a special com-
mission shall discusa and fix the time
and other details in conformity and In
pecordance with the Russian idea of
the necessary ratification by a plebis-
cite on broad lines and without any
military pressure whatever of the al-
ready cxisting proclamation of separa-
tion.”

The Austrian delegation made a sim-
{lar statement.

The Hussian

those

the

ilelegation took cogni-

zance of these statements and set forth
its standpoint, as follows:
“Our standpoint is that oniy =uch

manifestation of will can be regarded
as a de facto expression of the will of
the people as resulta from a free vote
taken in the districts in question, with
the complete absence of foreign troops.
We therefore propose, and must insist
thereon, that a clearer and more pre-
cise formulation of this point be made,
‘We consent, however, to the appoint-
ment of a special commission for the
examination of technical conditions for
the realization of such referendums
and also for the fixing of z definite
time for evacuation.

“In view of the course which the ne-
gotiations hitherto have taken, it may
be stated with satisfaction that regard-
ing settlement of the most important
questions the views of the represented
powers tally in many points, while re-
garding othera the views approach
each other to such an extent that hope
for arriving at an agreement on the
latter points is well founded."

A Petrograd dispatch of Thursday
safd the peace negotiations had been
postponed for ten days to give the
entente nations opportunity to indicate
whether they would participate. A mes-
sage from Brest-Litovsk on the same
day spoke of the continuation of the
discussions, and apparently informal
negotiations are being carried on d
ing the recess.

GERMANS CONGEDE
ENEMY SUCCESS

Austro-German Positions at
Monte Tomba Penetrated
by French Offensive.

BOCHE AIR RAID KILLS 13

By the Associated Press,

ROME, December 31.—In the Monte
Tomba region, on the northern
front, the French have captured
enemy positions between Osteria di
M ena and Maranszine, the war
office announces, They also caplured
about 1,400 men and sixty machine
gusns and seven cannon.

BERLIN, December  31. — French
forces on the northern Italian front yes-
terday took the offensive.

In the afternoon the French infantry
penetrated portions of the Austro-Ger-
man positions on Monte Tomba, the Ger-
man general staff announced today.

VIENNA, December 31, via London.—
Counter measures against tha French
are in course of preparation in the
Monte Tomba area, the war office an-
nounces.

Huns Kill 13, Injure 60,
Many of Them Women,
in Italian Air Raid

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ITALIAN
ARMY IN NORTHERN ITALY, Decem-
ber 30.—A large enemy flcet of alir-
planes participated in the air raid over
the city of Padua and nearby towns
on Friday night when thirteen persons
were killed and sixty wounded, the ma-
jority of the latter being women. In
Padua the bombs fell in public squares,
near hotels, clubs and churches, and from
the manner In which the rald was carried
on unusual barbarlsm and personal bit-
terness were shown.

A bright moeonligh! fzvored the raiders,
who operated over a wide area, embrac-
ing the citiex of Treviso, Montebelluna,

Castel Franco and [Madus. This squad-
ron fret appeared over Padus at % pm.,
when a deafening bombardinent fairly
shook the ity xplosions Legan in the
suburbs and grodually approwclied the

center of the city, where Lthe streets,
holels and public pluces were filled with
people.

Hits Famous Palace.

One bomb struck in the middie of the
main square, opening u huge crater and
killing one person and maiming many.
Another struck a wing of the famous
palace of Guistiniami, near the St. An.
tonio Church, where the body of St. An-
thony of Padua is burled, killing three
women, one of whom happened to be of
Austrian birth, and one the wife of an

Italian officer who had just arri

the city on a 1}10:”‘1: leave. e
The Carmeilte church and i

also were struck, and the oldest 8;::‘::11":

Venetla, dating from 1160, was dam:

One of the main hotels near the central

square and the Anglo-American club

were rendered uninhabitable from fallen

plaster,

Two people were killed outright

of the club. A member of nnemurr:::

missions visiting the city

foreign
mmhhhmmmdmm
soldiers Onty

within

.motlv&mm. aix
ummu.'rlmotherﬁgu N e
raided area escaped with little or

BUILDINGS IN GUATEMALA CITY LEVELED BY EARTHQUAKE.

Upper—American Consulate.
Lower—Ceatral Rallroad station.

Upper—Post Office.
Lower—The Cathedral.

URGES REASONABLE

. RATES FOR ROOMS

Chairman Baldwin Appeals to
Public in Response to Com-
plaints of Charges.

Complaints of housekeepers asking
prices for rooms bevond the means of
many of the government employes com-
ing here for war work prompted Wil-
liam H. Baldwin, chairman of the Dis-
trict council of defense, to appeal to
persons who have rooms vacant to offer
them at reasonable rates.

Y. W. . A, workers,
operating with
locating rooms for the majority of the
voung women, said today that $i5 a
month for room and board, with two
girls in a room, has been considered a
fair price by nearly
women whoe have come to them for
quarters. Where the young woman
wants a room alone, §40 a month has
been considered a fair price.

According to the Y. W. C. A. workers,
some ¢f the visiting women, especially
from the north, have considered thess
prices nnusually reasonable.

Mr. Baldwin sald today that to save
time in sending applicants to rooms
which rent higher than they feel they
could afford, persons having rooms to

offer should state the price in sending
in the offer.

Next Few Months the Problem.

While offers of rooms are being sent
|in now fast enough to meet the pres-
i ent demands, it is the next few months
i

who are co-

to which the Distriet council ia looking
apprehensively. By March, the Civil
Service Commission states, 10,000 more
clerks will be here, and the District
council wants lhousckeepers to offer
their vacant roomns now, so that they
will be listed, inspected and ready for
oceupancy as the newcomers arrive,

The establishment of the room bu-
reau at 1321 New York avenue has been
temporarily halted, and until the loca-
tion is definitely decided on offers of
rooms should be sent to the District
Council of Defense, room 502, District
building, giving all details of the
rooms offered.

Mr. Baldwin is making arrangements
with 2 man to run the bureau who has
had experlence in similar work.

CROSSING POLICE RELIEVED.

| Captains Come to Their Assistance
| During Cold Weather.

| Police capiains have ecome to the

relief of memhers of the croszing foree
during the cold weather and made It
possible for them to exchange places
with members of the regular force.
They are  reunired to perform  two
They are reqpired to perform two
on street duty, where they are able

to get proper exercise.

Prior to last year no provision was
made for men on the regular and cross-
ing force to relleve one another, but
such a provislon was contalned in an
act of Congress passed at that time,
and since then police captains have
come to the relief of the crossing men.

Strike of Phone Operatars Averted.

BOSTON, Mass, December I1.—Al)
danger of a strike of more than 2,000
operators of the New KEsgland Tele-
phone Company, in this city, was
averted last might through the inter-
cesston of Henry B. Endicott, executive
manager of the Massachusetts eommit-
tee on public safety.

Mr. Endicott persuaded both sides to

the District council in |

all the young'

COURT TO DECIDE
LIQUOR TEST CA

s 1
Two Men Indicted for Bringing
Unmarked Intoxicants
Into District.

Does section 240 of the revised
statutes, forbidding the shipment of in-
texicants into dry terrifory without the
contents of the retainer being plainly
{indicated thereon, apply to the District
lof Columbia? If =o, does it cover the
lcarrying of whisky and heer =11t
{cases and hand satcheis from Baltimore
it Washington?

1

These two questions
| mitted Dby United
Laskey to the grand jury, and have
been answered by that body in the
affirmative, as shown by two indict-
ments returned today against Louis
Pappas, a Greek, and Robert Long, col-
ored, who were among a number of
local residents taken into custody by
the police and agents of the Department
of Justice on the night of November 27
last as they were leaving a train of the
Washington, Baltimore and Anmnapolia
railway at 15th and H =treets north-
east. The cases are to be used for the
purpose of testing the applicabllity of
the law.

Attornevs Michael F. Mangan and
| Pobert 1. Miller, representing the men,
|are expected to flle a demurrer to the
|indictments and the gquestions whether
'a man may be his own consignor and
consignee and whether he engages in
when he brings a

in

been sub-
Attorney

have
States

¥
jinterstate commerce

few bottles of “wet goods” on his per-| S

{son or in & suit case nn a common car-| the I'nited States Food Administration.
| rier  into dry Warhington will belGrocers will be asked to inaugurate a
|thrashed ont hefore Justice

on

tCriminal Divi

Indictments Are Identical.

| The indictments against the two men
are identical. The one against Pap.
pas charges that November 27, 1917,
ne “knowingly and unlawfully did ship
i from the state of Marylahd, the sald
|ata.te of Maryland being a atate of the
United States, into the District of
Columbia aforesaid, the said District
of Columhbia being a district of the
United States, one certain package, to
wit, a hand satchel, containing cer-
taln spirituous and intoxicating liguors.
to wit, one quart of whisky, one pint of
whisky, two quarts of wine and four
bottles of beer, without the maid pack-
age being so labeled on the outside
cover thereof ar to plainly show the
name of the consignee, the nature of

Stafford inlw
|

TRAFFIC ON AMERICAN
PASSES FOUR BILLION MARK

CHICAGO, December 31.—Traffic on
American railroads passed the four-
billion-dollar mark during the last
year for the first time in history, accord-
ing to figures compiled by the bureau
of railway news and statistics, made
public today. The figures are based
on official returns to the Interstate
Commerce Commission for the first ten
months of the year and on estimates
for the last two. !

The gross receipts for the year were
placed at $4,188,227,185, a gain of
$461,905,438 over 1916, but despite this
!ncrease In business there was a de-
crease of $91,876,1683 in net income.
The net Income for 1917 was $1,022,-

141,992, Advancing cost of fuel, ma-
terials and supplies, together with {n-

creasad wages, are blamed for the loss
in net income.

Taxes for the year were §$222026,753,
an increase of $56,770,787, according
to the bureau's statistics. A steady
inerease in taxes each month is shown.
Btarting with $14,520000 in January,
they reached $25,500,000 in September,
when saccruals under the new war
taxation became effective.

Oparating expenses wers $2,942,458,.-
440, an iIncreases of $487,010,804 over
1916. Net operating income per mile
is placed at 33,943, & net return of 5.87
per cent on the capital invested. In
1916 the net income was $4,299, a return
of §.46 per cent, according to the bu-
reau’s report.

The bureau points out that the great
inoreass in business was handled with
very little increase in equipment. An
increase of 700 miles is shown in the
mileage.

\CHURCH AN ICEBERG, PASTOR
TAKES CONGREGATION HOME

Although old Jack Frost put the heat-
ing apparatus
Ascension, 12th street and Massachu-
fetls avenue northwest, out of commis-
sion yesterday, he did not prevent the
worshipers of the church from ob-
serving the Sabbath day. Nearly 200

members of the congregation assembled
in the home of the pastor, Rev. Dr. J.
Henning Nelms, 1121 12th street, acrosa
the street, and held services thera
When Dr. Nelms reached the church

of the Church of the|

| and fourd it could not be heated he
stationed a member of the CONETrega-
tion at the door and the people were
notified to go to Dr. Nelms' home. Dr.
::r!;m digunot preach a sermon at this
ce t religious exercises w
h%l% and a choir sang. 25
e evening service was held at the
parsonage aleo, and many members of
the congregation were

URGES SUPPLY OF POTATOES
FOR EVERY TABLE EVERY DAY

Irish potatoes on every table in
America every day in the wvear is the
object of a campalgn begun today by

potato day” each week, selecting
| whatever day is slack in deliveries and
making a special price. Fairly regu-
lar purchases are to be urged on the
public, =0 that distribution will be
equal everywhere for the next five or

six months, relieving raiiroad con
tion and encouragin, ot o
la]rxer crop next aprﬁ::mua{‘m i
mprovements in potato
methods are being studied by mwli)n:
partment of Agriculture. Germany
n_lants twice as many potatoes as the
United States and gets more than
r.v:"é}c.: as many ?uahe:u Per acre.
rmany's wise use of
halp_f her to hold out ﬁxainnp?ﬁ:‘?lf
lles,” the food administration says, in
urging that the snemy’s own methods
be turned against him.

N. Vause are charged with a conspl-
racy to conduct a bucket shop in an
indictment reported today by the
grand jury. The men are sald to have
unlawfully combined and agreed to
keep a stockbroking office at 1418 H
street northwest, where certain con-
tracts prohibited by the District code
were made respecting the purchase and
sale on margins of divers securities.
These contracts, it is alleged, were in-
tended to be terminated according to
tke public market gquotations on the

its contents, and the quantity contalned
therein; that is to sav, the said Louils
Peppas then and the did ship the
sald package con ning the said
spirituous and into ating liquors ps
aforesald, by carrying the same upon
hia person and in his iimmediate, actual
possession from the sald state of
Maryland into the said District of Co-
lumbia while he, the said Louis Pap-
pag, was a passenger on one of the
cars of the Washington, Bialtimore
and Annapolis Electrie Railroad Com-
pany, a4 body corporate, a common
carrier, then and there engaged in in-
terstate ocommerce between the said
state of Maryland and the said Dis-
triot of Columbia; against the peace
and dignity of the United States of
America, and contrary to the form of
the statute thereof in such case made
and provided.”

Indicted for Assault on Officer.

Assault on & deputy TUnited States
marehal in the pursuit of his officlal
duty is charged in an indictment re-
turned against’ Arthur W. Smith, an
employe of the Norris Peters Company.
It is alleged that while Charlea (.
Dempsey, a deputy marshal on duty at
the Municipal Court, was attempting to
searve & sSUMMoONs an another employe of
the company at the office of the corpo-
ration, Smith “heat, gwounded and ill
treated” the officer. ' The indictment
charges a simple agsault, which is ordi-
narily handled in the Police Court, but,
because of the alleged atitack on the
deputy marshal, United States A
Laskey D

New York curb and were never {n-
tended ns actual and bona fide sales or
purchas i

Az many a8 twenty-one wiltnesses ap-

any
peared before the grand jury _10 tell of
alleged “bucketing” transactions with
the accused brokers.

First-Degree Murder Charged.

Murder in the first degree is charged
in indictments returned against Ray-
mond Campbell for the death of John

Gordon November 9 last, and against
James McDowell for causing the death
of Octavia Bell September 21 last

Manslaughter s alleged against
Harry Grossman, operator of an auto-
mobils that caused the death of 'Wil-
llam M. Rout July 9 last, and against
John H. Willlams, another automobile
driver, whoss machine i8 sald to have
};i!led”mry Taylor on Nichols avenue
une 23.

Eighty-Two Indictments Reported

A total of eighty-two indictments were
reported by the grand jury which con-
cluded its labors and was discharged with
the thanks of the court by Justice Staf-
ford. The grand jurors ignored a charpe

breaking and larceny: Helen Baker,
cruelty to child; Walter Johnson and
Herbert J. Hausgh, bousebreaking and
larceny; Charles TI. false
pretenses; Arthur Seal mﬂgj'}':g;b Hofr-
man, housebreaking and larceny; Car-
lut McClure, receiving stolen property
Calvin E. Sterner and Percy A. Clemen-
son, housebreaking and larceny: Lee
Bing, wviolating opium act; John E.
Brunt, embeszlement; John A. Free.
walt, larceny from Distriet of Colum-
bia; Willlam Watkins, assult with
dangerous weapon; Arthur Robinsen
Joyriding: John Walter Campbell, as-
sault with dangerous weapon; Ch'a.rles
Tillery, carnal knowledge: Her-
bert Lewis and John Richard Jack-
son, housebreaking and larceny;
Herbarr_Lewls. housebreaking and lar-
ceny; Napoleon L. Wyche, violating
postal laws; George Sullivan Scott, car-
nal knowledge; Thurman A Brown and
Israel Henson, robbery and assault with
dangerous weapon; Augustus J. Lam-
bath, larceny and housebreaking
and larceny; Robert Alexander, grand
larceny; Malachi Williams, receiving

nohn. Price, house-
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and lar-
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Johnson, Harry A. Hopkins, John M
Haywood, Paul Pardel, William Rose.
bum_uxh and Hiram S. Taylor, non-sup-
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arceny; Everett B, Pratt and -u‘&r
Frank Noland, non-support: Annie 2
son, robbery; Eugene Hawkins, hn‘:.l.l.
Tesny; 8. Landsmann,

accept certain conditios® to be an-
nounced to & meeting of the opsratorg
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EFFORT T0 DISCUIE
PEACE FACTS SEE

State Department Believes
Confidence of German Pub-
lic Is Inspired.

State Department officials consdeg
that the German government is ate
tempting to disguise the facts behind
the peace negotiations at Brest-Litovak
by the widely circulated story that the
kaiser has delegated to Chancallor vom
Hertling the power to make peace, and
that the pan-Germanic press is regard-
ed by officials here as probably inspired
for the purposs of Indicating the com=
fidence of the public in Germanys
power to dictate peace terms.

The story that the kalser was yied
Ing more power to his chancellor has
not been borne out by any facts re-
caived at the State Department Ths
only information that might serve as
the basis for such a report was a dis-
patch from Copenhagen dated De=~
cember 28, but referring to a published
dispatch there under date of Decem-
ber 21, in which it was reported that
the kalser had given to the chanoellor
hi= approval of the participation in
the peace conference of the delegates
chosen by the chancellor. .

The State Department today was stil]
without any intimation, official or
otherwise, that this governmeent's pars
ticipation in & peace conference (s de-
sired. Reports from BErest-Litovek and
from Petrograd have ieft no doubt that
both Berlin and Petrograd wers de-
termined if possible to align America
and the co-helligerants in some peace
agreement, and the receipt of an offer,
either direct or iIndirect, would bs ng
surprise. No officlal of this governs
ment has committed himself upon what
reply would be made, but thera has
been nothing to Indicate that it would
be favorable. Tt has been indicated
that, unless it came through =oms of-
ficlal channel, it probably would bring
forth nothing more than formal ac-
knowledgment.

ORDNANGE AGAN
TOPC AT NQURY

Gen. Crozier Reads Prepared
Statement Replying to Ma- °
chine Gun Inventor. &

The Senate war ingquiry again was
turned to the ordnance situation toddy
when Maj Gen. Crozler was permittad
to take the stand to reply to recsnt
statement= made by Col Isaso Lewis,
inventor of the Lewis machine gun, TP«
jected by the War Department in faves
of the Browning type.

Befors beginning Gen. Crozler asied
to be put under oath, and then read a
prepared statement dealing first with
borrowing artillery from the alliss for
Gen. Pershing's forces.

Desire to make America’s forces of
actual aid on the fighting front as
soon as possible was a prime factel,
Gen. Crozier said, in the artillery loans
from ¥France.

Correspondence Is Produceds i
Correspondence was produced
which M. Tardieu of the French high
commission ssked the War Departs

ment to order French artillery and thal
French deliveries exceeded the .numbes

Iy assured him that their mllle’m
ammunition production had so increased
that they would be able completely to
equip all American forces arriving abroad
in 1918.

“I'm mnot attempting to excuse the
situation that requires us to depend on
our friends for heavy artillery,” said Gea,
Crozier, “but the responsibility rests oa
the whole country.™

Told of the Need of Artillery.

How he had during previous years
often asked Congresa for larger ap-
propriations for artillery, and that he
and other Army heads had many timea
called the country's attention to the
need for more artillery, was related by,

the general
*This is a plain statement of thas
case,” said Gen. Crozier, citing one in-

stance before the war in which a
“mopdest program” of artillery appro-
priation calling for $1,200,000 was cut
by Congress to 3310,000. No consider-
able appropriation, he said, was made
for heavy artiilery until 1918. Appro-
priations in preceding years, he said,
were “absolutely inadequate.”
Machine guns, Gen. Crozier =aid, were
never expected to become such an im-
portant weapon, but the Germans, real-
izing better than any one else their
great future, proceeded to secure them
in quantity.

Explains Tests of Lewis Guns.

Turning to the charges that prejudice
had kept the Lewis gun out of Ameri-
can equipment, Gen. Crozier detailed
the ofMcial records of the department.,
The first offer, to hizs knowledge, was
received May 2, 1912, when the Auto-
matic Armas Company azked for a spe-
cial test. The correspondence ahowed
that the ordnance board offered a reg-
ular test with ammunition furnished by
the government. No test followed, but
on March 5, 1913, another Lewis
was offered for a test, which was held
at the Springfield arsenal.

The Vickers was adopted, however,
because the board’s report showed the
Lewis gun jammed 206 times, had thir-
ty-five parts broken and fifteen parts
required replacement, while the Vickers.
gun jammed only twenty-three times
and had no parts broken. The board
held the Lawis gun inferior to the
Vickers or Bennet-lercier. L
No other Lewis gun, Gen. Crozier said,
was submitted for . a test until April,
1816. The War Department previously
asked for a Lewis gun to test, but the
Savage Arms Company stated nones was
avallable.

In the April, 1916, tests, Gen. Crozier
said, the manufacturers withdrew the
guns, because it was said they were
not in condition.

All the boards formed to test machine
guns, Gen. Crosier pointed out, were not
subject to his jurisdiction.
The board in the April, 1916 test
found the Lewis gun had many desirs-
ble features, and offered to agmin test
it when perfected. He produced a Jel-
ter from President A. W. Borie of the
Savage Arms Company, stating that the
board’s action had been “entirely un-
partial.”

Reading Cuts Out Fifty Trains.

PHILADELPHIA, December 31—
The Philadelphia and Reading rail-
way has announced the annulment
of more than fifty passenger trains, ef-
fective tomorrow. Most of them are
locals, running between this city and
upstate points. The action, it was
stated, was taken to facilitate the ham=
diiag of government material aad

PUREE IS




